NORTHERN 
ESSEX 


Whol Se Ine): 4 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE February 8, 1974 
OBSERVER 


Oh wind, if winter comes 
can spring be far behind. 
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FHA Class? 


NEW DENSIFIED POLYMER FOAM 


Don’t buy this product. If you have, return it, aemand your 
money back. 


a 


FHA approved, fire retardant material??? 


PORT PETS 


is for 


The BIRDS 


also 


&% 


PUPS, TROPICAL FISH, LITTLE CRITTERS 
COMPLETE SUPPLIES FOR ALL 
PORT PLAZA, NEWBURYPORT — 462-7888 


THE PRICELESS CARPET CUSHi¢ 
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Bad Trip 


(CPS/CUP) — A man hired by 
a construction company was 
asked to fill out the details of an 
accident that put him in the 
hospital after less than an hour 
on the job. 

His job was simply to carry an 
excess of bricks from the top of a 
two story house down to the 
ground. This is his meticulous 
report: 
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Consumer Burned 


By Haverhill Firm 


“There was nothing I could do. The fire spread so fast — there 
was nothing I could do.” This may be the voice of a bereaved 
nursing home administrator, school superintendant, or father 
echoing from the Spirit of Christmas Future as a result of the 
greedy, unscrupulous business ethics of a Haverhill industry. 

On November 26, 1973 Leewood Corporation of 60 Newark 
Street, Haverhill, intentionally misrepresented and sold 3,900 
square yards of sub-standard, foam carpet padding identified as 
“Golden Touch ‘c’ FHA” (a Federal Housing Administration 
classification which identifies the product as fire retardant, 
meeting or exceeding all FHA requirements). 

This sub-standard product was made on November 21, 1973. 
According to the company’s Quality Control Production Report of 
that date, the “Fyrol pump”, part of the fire retardant process, 
broke down in the middle of a production run. This resulted in 
approximately 100 rolls of padding not being properly treated and 
consequently being labled “White Way Regal ‘C’ non-FHA.” 

In seeking a financial return from this product Mrs. Shirley 
Reardon, vice president and treasurer of Leewood Corporation, 
instructed her staff — including Mr. Brian Sutcliffe, plant 
manager; Mr. James Huddleston, purchasing agent; and Mr. 
Ronald Hale, production manager — to re-label the product as 
FHA approved material and sell it to Katz Carpet, 1485 Middlesex 
Street, No. Chelmsford, Mass. She cited as the rationale for her 
action, “They are only a local customer.” 

The FHA prohibits the sale and/or installation of non-FHA 
approved material to nursing homes, schools, and public buildings. 

Mr. Arnold Katz took no action when informed of the 
dangerous product he was selling other than to place a phone call 
to Mrs. Reardon. His initial innocence turned to guilt by his refusal 
to remove this product from the market and by now he has 
distributed among the new schools, nursing homes, and public 
housing in the greater Lowell area 3,900 square yards of foam 
carpet padding waiting to burst into flames. 

When the Spirit of Christmas Future speaks of the 
irresponsibilities and lack of business ethics of Mr. Arnold Katz 
and Mrs. Shirley Reardon, will it speak of smoking ruins and 
the possibilities of first, second, and third degree burns? 


“Thinking I could save time, I 
rigged a beam with a pulley at 
the top of the house, and a rope 
leading to the ground. I tied an 
empty barrel on one end of the 
rope, pulled it to the top of the 
house, and then fastened the 
other end of the rope to a tree. 
Going up to the top of the house, 
I filled the barrel with bricks. 

“Then I went back down and 
unfastened the rope to let the 
barrel down. Unfortunately the 
barrel of bricks was now heavier 
than I, and before I knew what 
was happening, the barrel jerked 
me up in the air. I hung onto the 
rope, and halfway up I met the 
barrel coming down, receiving a 
severe blow on _ the left 
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shoulder.” 

“I then continued on up to the 
top, banging my head on the 
beam and jamming my fingers in 
the pulley. 

“When the barrel hit the 
ground, the bottom burst, 
spilling the bricks. As I was now 
heavier than the barrel, I started 
down at high speed. Halfway 
down I met the empty barrel 
coming up, receiving severe 
lacerations to my shins. When I 
hit the ground, I landed on the 
bricks. At this point, I must have 
become confused because I let go 
of the rope. The barrel came 
down, striking me on the head, 
and I woke up in the hospital. I 


respectfully request sick leave.” 


Beal defends 
Athletic budget 


before Council 


Carl Beal, director of Sports, 
Leisure Studies, and Outdoor 
Recreation appeared before the 
council to protesktheir cut in his 
budget from 24% to 22.9%. 

Beal also protested the control 
the council has recently taken of 
the spending of that budget. He 
said that the council has acted to 
limit his autonomy by controlling 
the amount of money to be spent 
on athletic salaries. 

“To grow, I have to be able to 
control my budget the way I 
believe best.” He cited previous 
cuts he has made in the budget, 
the reorganization of his depart- 
ment, and a growing inventory of 
equipment as evidence of his 
ability to manage athletic affairs. 

Appearing with Beal were 
council member David Tulgren 
and Freshman Class President 
Cindy Stauff. They presented a 
petition, signed by 207 students, 
demanding that Beal be allowed 
to exercise his budget the way he 
sees fit, including the paying of 
salaries. 


Tulgren addressed the council 
reporting the results of the study 
he had made concerning this 
issue. His presentation was 
interrupted by Student Advisory 
Commissioner Kevin Scanlon 
who complained of the lack of 
access students have to athletic 
equipment. 

“You have to belong to the 
clubs in order to take out 
equipment,” he complained, “and 
the majority of students, for 


—, 
Athletic Director Carl Beal, along with supporters, defends 
budget requests. 


many reasons, do not belong to 
these clubs.” 

Seanlon admonished Beal 
saying that he is not able to take 
out diving or camping gear if he 
wants to, and brought up the 
touchy subject of student 
activity fees. 

“I pay the fee but I can’t use 
the equipment.” 

Beal answered saying, “I am 
not attempting to set up an 
athletic dynasty, I am trying to 
implement activities for all the 
students.” He said, “over $1500 
in outdoor equipment was stolen 
last semester by students” and 
that only through salaried 
advisors who have custody of 
this equipment can any attempt 
be made to prevent the 
continuation of the problem. 

“We need responsible advisors 
for these club activities who can 
sign for gear that is taken out, 
thereby keeping track of it.” 

Continuing, Tulgren showed 
the $247.50 cut the council had 
made in salaries and concluded 
that this was working against 
Beal and hurting the students. 

Dean Stafford addressed the 
council saying that Beal has done 
a commendable job and deserves 
reconsideration. 


In defense of the council Leon 
Seymour spoke of austerity 
programs, both state and college 
level and the need to meet more 
of the students needs. He spoke 
of the decision of the Mass. 
Board of Community Colleges 


Unsung hero 
by Alan Vangile 


In these days of the highly 
advertised petroleum crises it is 
only fitting that we 
acknowledge a local man who 
has struck a small blow at the 
local energy potentates. Chief 
Joseph Callahan, fire chief of 
Salisbury, Mass. working under 
a request from the state fire 
marshall’s office, discovered a 
closed, American gasoline 
station, owned by Valley Oil of 
Haverhill, with full gas tanks, in 
his jurisdiction. He contacted 
Charles R. Jones of Valley Oil 
and told him to either open or 
move the gasoline within one 
week. 

The station has been closed 
since its operator left in 


November 1973 (38 9/10 gal) 
and the company has been 
interviewing applicants to run it 
since then. When asked if 
Valley Oil was hoarding gas 
Jones said “Hell, no, we don’t 
hoard it, we can’t get all we 
need.” After three months of 
diligent effort on the part of 
Valley Oil they have managed 
to find a man in the area, 
capable of running the station 
part time until someone 
permanent can be found. 


Dynamite job, Chief. And let 
us not forget Valley Oil when 
the gasoline problem is settled 
and they’ are looking for 
customers. 


which recommended that the 
funds for paying of athletic 
salaries should be sought from 
other sources. 

Tulgren then proposed that 
the council reconsider their 
action but the proposal was 
defeated and tabled. Tulgren 
then exploded with a verbal 
attack upon the council and 
threatened to resign saying, “I 
cannot work with a council that is 
being dictatorial . . . and is not 
representing the students.” 


FIREARMS CONTROL 


The council then passed a 
proposal on firearms that Leon 
Seymour said is “aimed at 
limiting the potential of an 
accident on campus. There are 
over 250 law enforcement 
students on campus and there is 
no need for these students 
and/or other law enforcement 
officials to bring their guns on 
campus. The college has security 
system that is adequate.” 


SPECIAL ELECTIONS 


The council then approved the 
holding of special elections to fill 
the vacant seats on the council. 


SNOW MOBILES, 
DIRT BIKES, AND ECOLOGY 


A statewide precedent was set 
by the council by banning the 
access to the campus of snow 
mobiles and dirt bikes citing the 
need to keep a_ peaceful, 
non-noise polluting atmosphere. 
The proposal was designed for all 
state property and recommends 
the furthering of the proposal to 
the state level. 
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Community 
College News 


But did they ask how 
many read their paper? 


By Michael Coleman 

At Mount Wachusett Community College, the student paper 
the Harbinger reported on a poll taken concerning the Student 
Council. One hundred students were questioned and 53% of these 
students indicated that they had voted in their class elections. 
Only 34% of the students believe the council is doing their job 
effectively. However 50% of those polled admitted that they did 
not know what the duties of the council were. 


STCC registration 
called ‘smoothest ever’ 


Spring registration at Springfield Technical Community 
College was reported as being the “smoothest ever” in the school’s 
seven-year history. Cooperation of students, faculty and admini- 
stration plus the aid of the college’s computer center help cut long 
lines for changes and conflicts. 

The S.T.C.C. Drama group is presently searching for 
someone to play the part of Humphrey Bogart in the group's 
upcoming production of “Play it again Sam.” 


Wheeling W. V. Community 
College surpasses growth 


projections 


Down in Wheeling, W.V., the growth of the West Virginia 
Northern Community College has already surpassed 1980 
projections. Enrollment at W.V.N.C.C. has increased 82% in the 
past year. In December of 1972 it was predicted that the enroll- 
ment would reach 1,713 by 1980. The student population is 
presently 2,008. President of West Virginia Northern Dr. Daniel 
Crowder says that if this rate of growth continues, the school will 
reach its new 1980 projection (about 4000) by 1976. 
Understandably, their major problem according to Crowder “will 
be obtaining sufficient classroom space.” 

W.V.N.C.C. has tried a new type of registration this 
semester, a mail-in system. The student simply picks up a 
registration packet, completes the forms and returns them to the 
college by mail 


Beer and Wine on Maine campus 


Husson College in Bangor, Maine has officially received per- 
mission to sell beer in the Lov Peters Lounge. However, there are 
certain restrictions, among them: no kind of alcoholic beverage can 
be brought into or out of the lounge. No alcohol can be brought to 
any student's room. No beer will be sold or consumed on Sundays, 
but the Lov Peters will be opened. Finally, all beer must be off the 
tables by 1:15. What hasn't been finished by then must be thrown 
away. 


— Tuesday Nite Tequila Party — 


The Best in Old & New. Rock’n Roll 
STARTING FEB. 11 


Every Mon. & Tues. 
Free Records Dig It!! 


PORT PLAZA 


FREE 45’s With Student I.D. 
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NEECE 


Can you make 
one thing 


perfectly clear? 


Does the sight of this paper turn you on or turn you off? 

Do you have any idea what it is trying to say to you? 

Many of you are sitting back in your chair thinking to 
yourselves that the Observer has reached a new height in 
non-relativity to the average student. Others will more astutely 
remind themselves that the world does not end at the parking 
lot or by the edge of Kenoza Lake. 

This is a COMMUNITY college. It is a public institution. 
Supported by taxpayers, like yourselves. 

We at the Observer feel we have a duty to the taxpayer to 
perform a function other than as a vehicle for those fanatically 


supporting the status 


inadequecies. 


quo 


and 


covering up it’s inherent 


This situation occurs outside and within our world here at 
NECC. Many took issue with our publication of Rubin Russell’s 
column in which he detailed birth control methods. 

One of the many rationales used by the detractors of this 
piece was that “if we wanted to find this information we could 
find it in the Drop In Center.” Let us stretch that one a little 
farther. If you had to go to the original source to find the 
information rather than see it in a newspaper, you would have 
to conduct your own interviews. You would have to subscribe 
to UPI or AP or, better yet, have a direct telephone connection 


to every important 


erson with whom you wish to speak. 


In other words the newspaper has it’s function as an 
information source as well as other purposes. 

If you have any objection to the mention of humanism in 
this newspaper, we appologize for disturbing you from your 
plastic attitude and advise you to skip on to more conservative 


mores. 


Gee whiz. Aren’t we being radical. 


Not really. 


You will note that in the letters to the editor there are 
two (count ’em) so-called obscenitites. We feel that as they are 
letters and not stories written by our reporters we have no right 
to censor them. We had considered leaving the offending words 
out and substituting numbers in their place. We would then 
send to interested parties (art students only, please) the words 
omitted. But, we felt that you people were old enough to take 
them. We almost forgot that this was a college. 


To the Editor: 


I want to be the. first to 
stand up and denounce the 
futile and ignorant efforts of 
one administrator on_ this 
campus who has done nothing 
but make life miserable for a 
large percentage of the student 
body. That administrator is our 


beloved registrar, John 
Palmucci. 
Many students have grown 


increasingly bitter towards the 
registration system of this 
school. Palmucci is the man 
responsible for the system. 

I can sympathize with the 
individual in that his duties are 
pressing and a load ot 
responsibilities would weigh 
most people to the ground. 


situation 
than 


the 
rather 


But why is 
growing worse 
improving? 

I have been a student in this 
haven for almost two years. 
The only segment that frightens 
me is when it’s time to register 
Why must students be herded 
like cattle into a small auxillary 
gym after standing in lines for 
hours only to find the classes 
they want are taken? 

What 


happen to senior 
privileges during registration? 
Why did students show up on 
the first day of classes to find 


that after standing in long lines 
last semester to register for 
courses they want, only to find 
that they had to re-register for 


Editorials 
And 


Letters 


letters to the editor 


I’m sorry, but I’ve got an axe 
to grind. It’s an old one, 
registration, but now that the 
semester is running down 


towards the next one, now 
might be a good time to 
mention it. 

To begin with, I came 
straight from my all-night job, 
to register. I wasn’t in the 
mood to enjoy wasting half the 
day with side shows, slide 
shows, little group encounter 


thingies, and the alien mass of 
humanity there. I reconciled 
myself to merely submitting to 
it and letting others get from 


them what they could. 
Personally, I feel that the value 
of the side shows was 


completely crushed by the 
circus act that followed. Their 
earlier programs in no way 
warmed us of the act of 
registration. They warned us of 
everything else about college 
life and transition to it, but to 
date (2% semesters after I 
began attending college) I have 
experienced nothing more 
unprovoked and dastardly then 
the complete turn around and 
stab in the back I received by 
being shown pretty pictures and 
then subjected to _ the 
registration procedure. 

First, Mr. Palmucci quieted 
us, and addressed us in a tone 
of voice which impled that we 
are on the level of high school 
freshman. The gist of his 
message was that if we just shut 
up, listened, and did as he said, 
all would be fine. He should 
have been frank with us “Look, 
you and I know that this 
procedure sucks, so let’s keep 


our cool, and do our best to 
work out schedules.” Even I 
would have compromised with 
that. 

The lines of people waiting 
to get courses made me think 
of the stock market just before 
it crashed. At U. Mass we never 
stood in line to make out our 
schedules; although some 
people had to stand in line to 
add or drop courses later. As 
for myself, I went straight to 
the instructors, and in every 
case I got the courses I needed 
at U. Mass. Although at U. 
Mass. I had to run all around 
the campus to see instructors 
and being uncertain of the 
result, I felt that I had some 
control over the outcome just 
the same. I didn’t stand waiting 
for fate until I came here. 

Around five o’clock all other 
contenders were almost gone. 
Then only with the help of a 
patient friend I decided to and 
applied for courses. Being stuck 
for still another course, I talked 
to a senior administrator. | 
explained to him that since I 
spent a productive year at U. 
Mass. I should only spend a 
year here. This being the case I 
asked him if he could help me 
get my course. He replied that 
since U. Mass. expects a 


Former NECCO Editor, 


readers condemn 


registration system here 


even worse courses because of 
the bumbling in the registrar’s 
office? There were of course 
those that did receive their 
schedules in the mail with the 
appropriate schedule. Those 
were the students not in the 
liberal arts curriculum. 

I could go on and on on this 
subject. Enough is enough. It’s 
time for change. I hope that an 
investigation will follow this 
letter and incompetence will 
be the verdict. 

I now formally for the 
resignation of John Palmucci on 
the grounds of incompetence 
and hope that students who 
have gone through worse hell 
than I have during registration 
will stand and support my 
views 


Cau 


Joel R. Minsky 


transfer student to be here two 
years anyway, there was no 
tush about taking the full lead I 
need this semester. 

It’s a waste getting a four 
year degree in five years, so I 


talked to a sympathetic 
instructor. 

Al Cook 
Sirs: 


I have been attending this 
school of higher learning for two 
semesters and have found life 
here at Northern Essex to be 
almost great. I say almost 
because I have found an 
extremely fouled-up procedure 
of course registration here. 

Now I am sure you have been 
told about this before, but to me, 
it seems the matter has not been 
looked into enough. After all, 
should students have to stand in 
a line 5 to 6 people wide, curling 
up and out the gym hallways and 
out into the lobby of the gym? 
Because of pressure due to 
getting the courses one wants, it 
is necessary to get up at 5:00 
o'clock to go to school to be the 
first in line (just to find about 30 
people ahead of him) Is it 
necessary for the pushing 
shoving and fighting that this 
type of situation fosters? Not to 
mention the cuts and bruises 
suffered at the “summit” of the 
battle when you finally go 
through the doors into the 
registration room? Should a new 
student, new to college, be 
expected to look with favor upon 
such a thing? 

Hearing from other students in 
other schools, I have been told 
that registration there is much 
simpler. I might add that these 
students don’t all go to big 
colleges either. 

My reasons for doing this are 
simple. I hope to see action come 
about. I am saying what I feel 
through a medium offered for 
just such purposes. 

Lucien Garneau 


Volunteers Needed 


Interested, committed, good 
people are needed to work on 
the following Drop-In Center 
projects: 

TENANT/LANDLORD 
HANDBOOK — a guide for 
N.E.C.C. students to help with 
leases, tenants’ rights, etc. — all 
things students need to know 
to find the best housing and to 
get the most for their money. 
Contact Anne Rappaport or 
Lorraine DeSouza at the D.L.C. 


RETREATS -— _ weekends 
away to give people a chance to 
get back in touch with nature 
and themselves. Contact Kris 
Gallagher at the D.LC. 


PRE-SCHOOL DROP-IN 
CENTER — For children of 
N.E.C.C. students; a place 
where parents could leave their 
children while attending class. 
Contact Maria Baciagalupo in 
the Student Acitivities Office, 
or Rubin Russell at the D.LC. 


GUEST LECTURER/- 
SPEAKER SERIES — one or 
more people needed to arrange 


(TKIP 


for guest lecturers and speakers 


to visit N.E.C.C.; to manage 
budget; and to coordinate 
publicity for series. Contact 


Rubin Russell at the D.I.C. 


STUDENT TRANSPOR- 
TATION PROJECT — people 
needed to arrange car pools, 
coordinating drivers and riders; 
to work on developing a 
multi-option transportation 
system for N.E.C.C. including 
developing bus lines, etc. 
Contact Rubin Russell or Linda 
Tomes at the D.LC. 


FREE LAWYER — people 
needed to _ research other 
schools which provide _ this 
service and to do _ work 
necessary to get this service for 
N.E.C.C. students. Contact 
Rubin Russell at the D.L.C. 


ALL POSITIONS ARE 
VOLUNTEER, ALTHOUGH 
WORK/STUDY STUDENTS 
MAY BE ABLE TO GET PAID. 

The Drop-In Center; Room 
F13, Student Center. 


——— 


aS 
PING 


RIDES NEEDED 


Drop-In Center Needs Housing 


The Drop-In Center is 
beginning a service to find 
people apartments, houses 


and/or roomates. If you are 
presently looking for housing or 
for a roommate, come to the 
Drop-In Center and fill out a’ 


form. We have a couple of 
apartments now and hope to 
get many more. Also, if you 


have an apartment and are 
looking for a roommate, come 
down and let us know. It won’t 
cost you a cent, you're not 
committing yourself to a thing 
and you just might wind up 
with a nice person with whom 
to share your abode and 
expenses. 

The Drop-In Center, Room 
| F13 (Student Center) 


Apartments Wanted 


If you have or know of a 
place to live where N.E.C.C. 
students would be welcome 
please list it with the Drop-In 
Center. No fee charged to 
anyone, ever. Housing in all 
states of repair or disrepair will 
be accepted on the conditions 
that it is honestly represented 
and that rents are appropriate. 
Owner requests for referrals 
always will be respected except 
if in conflict with Civil rights 
considerations. 


Please call or visit the 
Drop-In Center, Room F13 
(Student Center Building); 


374-0929; 8:00 am. to 3:00 
p-m., Monday through Friday. 


High Prices 
Keeping You Low? 


Two big expenses we have as 
students are clothes and books. 
A though we’ve had to help 
cope with the high cost of 
clothes and books is to create a 
Clothes and Book Exchange 
where people could bring clean, 
wearable clothes they no longer 
want and books they no longer 
need. They could also pick up 
some clothes and books at a 
price that can’t be beat — 
nothing. This is an idea that 


will take a lot of work to 
become a reality. 
If you’re interested in 


working on this project please 
come talk with either Judy 
Abby or Hank Golden at the 
Drop-In Center, Room F13, 
Student Center Building. 
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DRIVERS/RIDERS FORM 


[Return to Drop-In Center, Room F13] 


Name Date 

Address City or Town 
Telephone Best Time to be Reached 
Sex: Male Female 

Check One: 


parking hassles. 


exchange for a ride. 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY: 


I wish to be a Good-Citizen Driver and save some money and 


I wish to be a Non-Polluting Passenger and share expenses in 


Below, for each day, indicate the following: 


(A) the latest you must arrive at N.E.C.C. 

(B) the earliest you are willing to arrive 

(C) the earliest you are able to leave N.E.C.C. 
(D) the latest you are willing to leave 


DAY 


Monday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


If you wish to drive/ride only with persons of your same sex, 
please check here: (J 


I understand that neither the Drop-In Center nor the Observer, 
nor Northern Essex Community College, or any persons connected 
with these organizations are in any way liable or responsible for 
anything that happens as a result of this service. This service 
functions only as a service to match up persons stating their wish 
to be drivers with persons stating their wish to be riders and for 
no other purpose. 


Your Signature 


Need A Ride? 


Is your hitching thumb 
frost-bitten? bh 

Are you tired of having your 
mother drive you to college? 


Want to avoid being late to 


your first class for the 
eighty-third time? 

Now, finally, something is 
being done about your 
transportation problem. You 
can now sign up as a 


N ON = PO DUGEENIG 
PASSENGER for a ride in a car 
that would be coming to’ 
N.E.C.C. anyway. In exchange 
for a ride to/from school you 
will help share the expense of 
operating a vehicle. You get a 
ride and the driver saves some 
cash. And we all benefit by 
having fewer cars commuting to 
N.E.C.C. consuming our 
gasoline and _ polluting our 
environment. If you would like 
begin riding in style, fill out the 
form below and bring it to the 
Drop-In Center, Room F13 
(Student Center Building). 


Non-smokers 
Get Room 
To Breathe 


If you are a non-smoker who 
would like to encourage greater 
respect for your rights not to 
have to breathe smokey air and 
not have your clothes and hair 
smell from smoke, then the 
Drop-In Center’s Anti-Smoking 
Project is for you. 

If you are a smoker who 
would like help kicking your 
habit; then @ithemDelGss 
Anti-Smoking Project is for 
you. 

If you have recently stopped 
smoking and would like to get 
together with other people for 
support and encouragement 
then the D.I.C.’s Anti-Smoking 
Project is for you. 

For further 
contact: 

John Wazlaw, Coordinator 

Anti-Smoking Project 

The Drop-In Center 

Room F13, Student Center 


information 


being a GOOD — 
C DRIVER. 
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_ How would you like to: 
(1) Save some money? 
(2) get Preferred Parking at 
NE.CG2 
Now you can do both by 


CITIZEN 
In order to get 
PREFERRED 


a) 


Drivers Needed 


To Ease Crisis © 
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pic onicor 
‘PARKING IN THE FIRST 
ROWS OF THE CLASSROOM 
, BUILDING PARKING LOT all 
you have to do is arrive with 3 
,OR MORE people-in your car, 
including yourself, ie 

By doing this you're helping 
to (1) save fuel; (2) give people 
tides; (3) ease the parking 
problem at N.E.C.C.; and (4) 
save yourself some (much?) 
money by sharing your costs. 

If you’re already doing this 
just keep on doing,it. Any day 
you arrive with 3 or more 
people in your car you are 
entitled to Preferred Parking. If 
you’ve been driving by yourself 
and would like to begin saving 
fuel, money and parking hassles 
fill out the form below and 
bring it to the Drop-In Center, 
Room F13 (Student Center 
Building). 
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Would 


you 

believe 
McPadres? 

If being valued at $400 
million, being the head of 
McDonald’s Hamburger chain, 


and being a $255,000 
contributor to the Committee 
to Re-Elect the President is not 
enough, Ray Kroc, notorious 
lobbiest against teenagers, has 


extended his influence _ still 
more. 

After messing with the 
electorial process, Kroc has 
taken on bigger and _ better 
all-american institutions with 
the purchasing from Joe 
Danzanski of the San Diego 


Padres baseball team. 

Kroc, echoing past ideologies, 
told the Padres manager, John 
MacNamarra, that he wants a 
winning team and “money is no 
object.” 

You will remember Kroc as, 
after contributing to Nixon’s 
campaign, the main lobbying 
force against the inclusion of 
teenagers in the minimum wage 
bill which was considered by 
Congress last year. (McDonald’s 
makes extensive use of low 
wage, teenage labor.) 

You will also remember that 
Kroc’s money was not enough 
to keep the teenagers out of 


this bill and Nixon took care of 


his friend when the bill came to 
his desk by vetoing it. 


Special 


uickies 


The OBSERVER has learned that Mrs. Elizabeth Arnold, 
who has not returned this semester as yet because of illness, is 


doing well and will soon return as 
dept. The staff would like to take 
Mrs. Arnold for all her help on the 


acting head of the English 
this opportunity to thank 
paper and extend our best 


wishes for a speedy recoyery. 


Attn. Transfer 
Students 


Wed., Feb. 20, 8:30 a.m., 
Amherst College. 

Thur., Feb. 21, 9:00 a.m., 
Northeastern Univ. 

Thur., Feb. 21, 1:30 p.m., 
A.I.C. - American International 
College 

Fri., March 1, 11:30 am., 


Lowell Tech Inst. (Bus. Adm., 
Eng. Sci.) 

College representatives from 
the above colleges will be 
available to talk with students 
interested in transfer. 

Please come 


the 


to 


counseling office at the times 
designated to meet with these 
representatives. 


Calendar 
of events 
February 15 — Larry Keen 


and Company, rock group from 
West Virginia. 


February 22 — The movie 
“The Point” will be shown 
from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

From 9 p.m. to 12 p.m. 


there will be a magic show by 
Mr. Fingers. 

March 1 — Jazz concert, Hale 
Hospital Auxiliary 

March 15 — “Jimmy Plays 
Berkeley”, a movie starring Jimi 
Hendrix. 

May 17 — Field Day. 


Gov. to appear 
in Port 


elections 


to be held 


The Student Council has\g 
announced that special elections F 
will be held on March 1 to fill 
the positions that have been 
left vacant. 

Nomination papers available ° 
Monday, February 11 in the 
Student Activities Office from 
the Student Activities Secretary 
Cheryl Manno. 


At this point in time 
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Welcome back. 

The NECC collegiate survival course has not stopped you yet. 
It started with the gas straining course for commuter’s, with 
NECC braving half crazed motorists, fed-up attendants and 
sky-rocketing prices for a tank of gas. But the student moves on. 
Next, the Palmucei torture chamber. Hundreds of innocent lambs 
being led to the slaughter of re-registration. We moved to the 
arena of fender bender doom as once again our stalwart students 
proved it is possible to get 1500 cars into a 1000 ear parking lot. 

The bookstore is looking better. Amid complaints of 
outrageous prices and ripoffs most people were quite pleased with 
the spacious surroundings. 

Athletic Director Carl Beal has his hands full just trying to get 
some organization to foot the bill for his coaching staff. The state 
directed him to the Student Council but two out of three of the 
interim committee members turned him down in a jam packed first 
meeting of the semester. Rumor has it that a compromise is in the 
offing for the next meeting. 


Many people come running into the NECCO office 
complaining about a situation that grieves them and expect us to 
run off, pen in hand, to write it up. While we are grateful for the 
tips, we of the staff would like to remind all students that they can 
submit copy and be on the staff for that issue without any future 


commitments. 


And finally, Mare Scaison received a letter informing him of 
the December 12 meeting of the Academic Council of which he is a 


student representative.He received the letter on December 29. 


Governor Francis Sargent 
will appear at the Rupert Nock 
Middle School in Newburyport 
February 12 at 8:00 p.m. 

The forum will be open to 
questions from the audience to 
the Governor. 

A staff member of the 
Observer will be attending, and 
, we will accept questions to be 
submitted to our office in the 
College Center to be used by 
our representative. 


[[arrer HIGH SCHOOL | 
WORKED IN THE BUSINESS 
WORLD AND SAW ENOUGH OF 
|BACKSTABBING TO 010 ME 


Joanna Leary and “Starseed 
will sponsor a benefit movie 
entitled, AT FOLSOM PRISON 
WITH TIMOTHY LEARY tonight 
February 8th, at the Arlington 
Street Church, Boston. 

It is scheduled to begin at 8:00 
p.m. and will present, along with 
the movie, discussion on Tim- 
othy’s latest writings from 
Folsom Prison. Proceeds of a 
$2.00 door charge will go to his 
defense fund. 

“MR. FINGERS” 
COMES TO NECC 

Irv Weiner, billed as the 
incredible “Mr. Fingers” is 
coming to NECC Friday, Feb. 
22 in the Student Union 
Building from 9 p.m. to 12 
p.m. 


Free Timothy Leary Benefit Tonight 
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Uncle Tom’s 
Column 


By Tom Giambarresi 

Currently, there are four members of the Student Council and 
one of them cannot vote because he is the chairman. Recently, Carl 
Beal, Director of the Department of Sports, approached this 
council, along with several students, in an attempt to appeal the 
stipulations in which the council placed on his proposed budget last 
semester. 

Following a 55 minute dissertation and discussion period was 
taken. The outcome was two opposed and one in favor. In other 
words, his appeal was voted down. 

Without explaining what these stipulations were because I’m 
sure they appear in the contents of an article elsewhere in this 
issue, I would like to express to you the importance of receiving 
more than four students to run student government. The situation 
described above should call for a few questions. 

First, does the student council have this much power? The 
answer is yes. What's more, they control the entire student 
activity budget. I’m not denouncing this whatsoever. However, 
what I am denouncing is the fact that there are only three voting 
members with the same powers of an entire quorum. 

The agenda of last Thursday’s council meeting was this: 

A proposal to appeal the stipulations passed on budget; 

A proposal to ban skimobiles from the campus property and to 
initiate it in the State House to prohibit the use of these vehicles 
on all state property during the Energy Crisis; 

A proposal to transfer the money from the defunct Social Action 
Committee to Student Council Subsidized functions. 

A proposal to prohibit all law enforcement officers except those 
duly recognized to carry fire arms or other types of weaponry on 
campus; 

A proposal to hold special elections to the Student Council. 

All of these were passed except for the first. 

Following the Athletic budget vote, the lone council member 
in support of the appeal threatened his resignation from the 
council and hastily left the meeting. One added comment about 
this, the councilor to whom I am referring to, in my and the rest of 
the Council’s estimation did a really fine and efficient job in 
presenting the appeal to the council. We accredit this to him with 
no question, however I feel it was rather an irresponsible and 
immature act to react the way he did. From this, there left only 
two voting members to vote on the remaining items of the agenda. 

Another question that should be asked, is, why don’t more 
students get off their seats and do something about this? Well, 
that is for you to answer. Agreed, more students are showing 
initiative and concern but far from enough are! The entire student 
body is encouraged to attend Council meetings. 

This is an extremely good way to start. Meetings are held on 
Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in room 135 in the College Center. The 
agenda will be posted on the door of the student government 
office. 

If you wish to add to the agenda please see Leon Seymour or 
myself. 

I mentioned special elections. Hopefully this time, there will 
be a greater turnout in voting. Last election counted only 90 votes. 
A pathetic outcome. All Council members ran unopposed which is 
even worse. The regulations set by the Elections Committee will 
be posted, so keep an eye out. 


Zia 


Lkkha 


MIlihililllld lls) th 


ULLdddbddda 


BUT | DIDN'T ESCAPE 
IT. | JUST ENTEREDA 
WORLD WHERE ALL THE 
BACKSTABBERS ARE 


Gy at YOUNGER! 


SO IN THE ENO, | 
MAY FAIL MY 

UT I'M BECOMING AN 
EXPERT ON POLITICS! 


Prof. Leary still in captivity 


Excerpt from “Confessions of a Hope Fiend” 


Dig the proud Panthers. 

Dig the Puerto Rican Lords seizing empty ghetto churches for 
homeless kids. 

Dig the Chicanos strong as obsidian knives resisting the 
Central Valley ranchers. 

Dig the hippie with the wilted rose in his dyed blond hair, 
cheap Moroccan cotton wrapped around his emaciated body. 
Proust would have liked him. 

Dig the dark-haired Italians sitting in Milanese Castello- 
Sforzeca-Visconti Marxist positions around the elegantly 
decorated rooms on the Via Puccini. 

; Dig the gay liberation platoons in turtlenecked sweaters 
fighting the police in the Village bars. 

Dig the dope dealers moving among the young to loosen up 
the old structures. 

Dig the rock star minstrels singing about Vietnam. 

Dig the Black Nationalists and the Muslims in storefront 
restaurant temples. 

Dig the middle-class ecology freaks sabotaging smokestacks. 

Dig the Indians firing arrows at Coast Guard cutters from the 
shores of Alcatraz. 

Most important, dig the flowering of emancipated women 
everywhere. 

Dig the hard-nosed androgyne-looking, sexy in a curious way 
ASTA German student leaders denouncing in shrill voices 
imperialism. 

Dig pudgy Geismar storming delicatessen shops in Maoist 
happening shouting — Fuck perfumed Paris and get down to the 
harsh realities of Renault workers. 

Timothy Leary 


Words of 


Paradise 


To The Editor of the NECCO: 

Please let me add a few further 
remarks to the discussion which 
has developed concerning au- 
thoritarianism at the college. 

The central problem, as I see 
it, is to provide an environment 
in which the students can 
recover and develop that 
curiosity, that love of learning, 
which is so natural to children 
before school gets a hold of them. 

It seems to me that all the 
jargon of experts, all the 
defensive posturing of teachers 
and parents, all the academic 
bullshit, are simply the problem 
rather than the solution. 

Once a student leaves the 
college there is going to be no 
authority standing over him who 
ean tell him what he should 
learn. To the extent that we tell 
students what they are supposed 
to know, we are turning them 
into robots who contribute 
nothing to society that robots 
couldn’t contribute. School au- 


thoritarians are one of the 
principal forces inhibiting in- 
tellectual independence and 


natural curiosity. 

I recently went to a rock 
concert which was attended by 
many students. They were alive, 
involved, on their own terms. 
They were filled with life and 
beauty. I came back to Northern 
Essex the next day and saw 
boredom. They sat in class being 
threatened with grades and fed 
information that did not connect 
with their worlds. 

If they shoud drop out of 
school, the authorities wonder 
why, and come to the conclusion 
that more supervision is 
necessary, more standards and 
uniformity, more rules, more 
“discipline”, more refined “oper- 
ational evaluation procedures.” 
But the comment of Jethro Tull 
seems then even more approp- 
riate: “The wise man breaks 
wind and is gone.” 

It so happened that there was 
another of those long, passive 


important official of the college 
on my desk that next morning 


after the concert. This is 
required of you. That will be 
done by you. Operational 
procedures will be initiated 


regardless of your judgement or 
feelings. I felt exactly the way 
the students feel. 

You just can’t order people 
around and expect to have life, 
love, growth, openness. Author- 
itarianism simply promotes 
hostility, discouragement, defen- 
siveness and hesitation to open 
up. 


Coercion and _ love are 
incompatible. Children love to 
ask questions naturally, but 


when they get to school they 
encounter a defensiveness and 
hostility which kills that love — 
hands folded, feet flat on the 
floor, and wipe that smirk off you 
face before I wipe it off for you. 
It is impossible for a student in 
such circumstances to love 
schooling. It doesn’t matter what 
form the coercion takes - physical 
beatings, threats of public 
humiliation, unemployability, 
low income, low social esteem, 
withdrawal of love, or whatever. 
The student is being coerced 
whenever the motivation to 
study doesn’t come from within 
him like thirst for a drink. 

I assume that most people 
know Albert Einstein’s words on 
the subject, but they are worth 
repeating once again: 

One had to cram all this stuff 
into one’s mind, whether one 
liked it or not. This coercion had 
such a deterring effect that, after 
I had passed the final examin- 
ation, I found the consideration 
of any scientific problems 
distasteful to me for an entire 
year. It isin fact nothing short of 
a miracle that the modern 
methods of instruction have not 
yet entirely strangled the Holy 
curiosity of inquiry; for this 
delicate little plant, aside from 
stimulation, stands mainly in 
need of freedom; without this it 
goes to wrack and ruin without 


voice memoranda from = an 
Hop Head N BG ‘ O ; 
; your family fee 
Continued from p. 8 cing aot? 
NECCO: What if someone 


gets a bad reaction? 


HH: You mean a bad trip? 
Well, grass is what’s considered 
a mild hallucinogen. When one’s 
perception is altered to such a 
degree that he sees newness, 
things appear and run through 
his mind following new paths, 
his associative reactions don’t 
work, he experiences reality 
through the eyes of a child, so 
to speak. This heightened 
awareness can be frightening, 
particularly if you have recent 
memories of the “eleven 
o’clock report” and even more 
so if even normal awareness has 
you emotionally disturbed. | 
would be careful who I turned 
on for more reasons than one. 


NECCO: You could happen 
to turn on the “man”. 


HH: Quite true. Never turn 
on someone you don’t know 
well, as he may turn out to be 
Aa arcs A saree tas to 
be one of the world’s most 
lowly creatures. He will smoke 
your dope, smile along with 
you about the groovie, 
powerful stash you have, then 
he’ll turn around and bust you 
keeping a little of your dope so 
he can split it with his 

narc’ friends. Nixon would 


make an excellent narc. 


104 CLUB 


LAFAYETTE SQ. HAV. 
IDA & LEO 
HOMEMADE SOUP 


How _ does 
about your 


HH: My parents are very | 


understandably against it. When 
they were growing up, grass was 
dogmatically considered most 
evil. It 
work to overcome their 
brainwashing about pot. An 
example is the time I tried to 
turn on my father. We were 
comfortably sitting around a 
campfire up north. I felt it 
would help him relax. When ! 
made the offer he looked at me 
in disbelief. He then went into 
a rage screaming, he jumped 
upon the picnic table and 
exclaimed to the other campers, 
“My son is a Hop head.” He 


then broke down weeping 
asking if I needed money to 
keep me from climbing the 
walls. I didn’t even try to 


correct his thinking, I merely 
told him I just played a bad 
joke. 
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fail. It is a very grave mistake to 
think that the enjoyment of 
seeing and searching can be 
promoted by a sense of duty. 

It seems to me that the only 
way to promote openness and the 
recovery of that holy curiosity is 
for us to break out of this 
obedience and awe tradition. 

I met a Northern Essex 
student in the aisle of a 
supermarket not long ago who 
greeted me with, “Mr. Paradise! 
What are you doing here?” She 
seemed to be surprized to 
discover that I eat food. It is time 
that we realized that professsors 
and authorities eat food like 
everyone else. I think that is 
very important. 

If a professor is using jargon 
that you can’t understand, if he 
makes you feel small and stupid, 
if he walks around with a grave 
look on his face and never a 
genuine, open, human, defense- 
less smile, well, the chances are 
that it’s all a front. Behind the 
pretense is a person as lost as 
anyone else. A professor often 
has to act that way, not because 
he feels it is good for his soul of 
his students, but because so 
many people do in fact think he 
should act that way, and because 
he hasn't had much practice at 
just being himself. 

Students have to respect their 
own minds and feelings, and to 
develop a_ strong skepticism 
toward authority if this situation 
is to change. 

Val Paradise 
Psychology-Sociology Dept. 


Boycott 


The strike against the 
California grape and lettuce 
growers is still going strong! 
The migrant camp workers, 
some of whom have been 
striking for two years, are 
still burdening the pressures 
of the strike against the joint 
coalition of the growers and 
Teamsters Union. 

Frank Fitzsimmons, Team- 
sters President and ally of 
President Nixon, has refused 
to sign an agreement 
between himself, George 
Meaney of the AFL-CIO, and 


NECCO: I guess you 
wouldn’t recommend turning 
on ole mom and dad. 


HH: Not this century man. 

NECCO: Right. Well, you 
certainly have turned me on, I 
thank you for your frankness 
aaiG@l Il Ore Gy 
confidentiality concerning this 
interview. 


HH No sweat, brother, 
just how about reserving me 
Lecture Hall A. 

NECCO: 
some day. 


Love to, maybe 
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Rubin’s Room 


By Rubin Russell 
Rubin Russell, Director of the Drop-In Center; Counselor; 
Instructor in Human Sexuality and Consultant in Drug Education 
will answer questions having to do with sex, drugs and/or human 


relations. 


Please bring your questions in a sealed envelope to the 
Drop-In Center, Room F13 Student Center Building or mail them 
to him at that address, Northern Essex Community College, 


Haverhill, Mass. 


All questions with a return address will be answered by mail 
and those topics of general concern will be printed in this column. 
Confidentiality will always be respected. 


QUOTABLE: 
“Every man should marry a nun. They are good cooks, thrifty 
homemakers and they make good mothers.” 
Martin Luther in John Osborne's play, “Luther” 


WHAT DOES {tT LOOK 
Like VM DOIN’ ? 

mM CALLIN’? THE POPE 
TO COME BABYSIT! 


Ceasar Chavez of the United 
Farm Workers Union 
(UFWU). 

In order to break the illegal 
contracts between these two 
megaorganizations, the UFW 
has to continue the boycott. 
They are asking each 
consumer to boycott all table 
grapes and iceberg lettuce 
unless it has the UFW label. 

The boycott against De- 
moulas is also in full swing. 
Forty-five area residents held 
a6 hour Thanksgiving Vigil at 
the Demoulas Bridge St. store 
in Lawrence. 

Demoulas has answered 
requests of support with a 
court injunction (costing 
$30,000) to stop farmworker 
volunteers from telling cus- 
tomers of his unfair policy. 
There has also been unfair 
media coverage in papers 
and on radio stations where 
Demoulas is the largest 
single advertiser. 

The boycott has also been 
extended to some of the 
biggest wine companies of 
California. These companies 
are: 

Gallo — makers of Gallo, 
Thunderbird, Spanada, 


Boone’s Farm and Ripple 
wines and any wine which 
says ‘“‘Modesto Calif’’. on the 
label. 

Franzia Brothers — mak- 
ers of wines and champagnes 
and Louis Fifth Brandy and 


The Joys of Motherhood | 


any wines which say ‘‘made 
and bottled in Rippon, Calif.”’ 
won the label. All Franzia 
products are marked with the 
number BW3654 on the case. 

Guild — makers of Spark- 
ling, Table and Dessert, and 
Specialty wines as well as 
Brandy 

What California labels can 
we buy? Italian Swiss Colony 
Almaden, Paul Masson, 
Christian Brothers, Novitiate 
of Los Gatos and Vie Del. 

All migrant workers want 
is the opportunity to choose 
which union will represent 
them. A union is an 
organization which re- 
presents labor in negotiations 
with management. 

The Teamsters Union is not 
doing this 

Number one, the Team- 
sters is not the union the 
majority of workers want and 
secondly, the Teamsters has 
sided with the growers, not 
the workers. 

A lot of people have 
withstood many hardships 
over a number of months in 
order to get what they 
rightfully deserve. You can 
help them shorten the hard 
times by supporting the grape 
and lettuce boycott, the 
Demoulas boycott and the 
wine boycott against Gallo, 
Franzia and Guild wine 
companies. You've got little 
to lose but the migrant 
worker has a lot to gain! 
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This graph shows the distributionof the Student Activities Fund from the greatest amount 
( Athletics- $8,016 ) to the least (Office equipment- $00.00) 


The only portion fo the $17.50 per semester fee that does not 


have a Student Council approved budget iis the President’s Funds. 
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NECCO interviews 


anony 


NECCO: Got a match? 
HH: Sure, here. 


NECCO: Thanks! Now to 
begin our interview; When and 
where did you first become 
introduced to the so-called drug 
marijyana? 


HH: The year was 1968, the 
place was DaNang, Vietnam 
deep inside a bunker. I was 17 
at the time. Every enlisted man 
I knew was a “HEAD” it was 
only a matter of time before 
they noticed that I was ready 
and willing to be turned-on. 


NECCO: Describe 
sensations you had_ the 
time you got high. 


HH: Grass is such a mild 
drug it took several times trying 
before my sences became aware 
that I was really high. I had 
heard of something completely 
different than it turned out to 
be. The local folk-lore at home 
that equated grass with hard 
narcotics had me prepared to 
lose my sence of reality but the 
effect was exactly the opposite. 
It was raining that first time 
and the high did not come over 
me until I began to notice the 
rain taking on a completely 
different form. Each individual 
rain drop suddenly became 
quite separate from the rest. 
The pitter-patter, pitter-patter 
mysteriously became 
pitter-plinckle  splash-dribble 
-platter. I watched each drop 
become distinct shining spheres 
of liquid, a life giving liquid. I 
became overwhelmed with a 
feeling of compassion for this 
beautiful life giving matter, that 
had just a few minutes before 


the 
first 


mous Ho 


Head 


In this first issue of 1974 we at NECCO are beginning a series of interviews with the 
controversial people in today’s society so that we can bring into the open their ideas and 
attitudes concerning life in America today from the point of view of the counter-culture. For 
our first interview we have chosen one of society’s guiltless criminals, one who leaves no victim 
to his crime but himself. The self-confessed Hop Head. 


made me glum. I was actually 
now glad for the monsoon rain 
and its miraculous performance. 
I broke into an uncontrollable 


grin and realized that my 
buddies were watching me. It 
was a big event to watch 


someone getting stoned for the 
first time. They all seemed to 
tie into what I was experiencing 
as if we now had some 
profound secret to share. We 
became water brothers. There 
we were government paid killers 
with so much compassion for 
life that we were rendered quite 
ineffectual. All this took place 
in a matter of seconds. My next 
realization was that they were 
all goofing on me. It was 
splendid, P’ll never forget that 
wonderful moment. 

NECCO: Sounds exciting, 
you speak very fondly of 
getting high on grass. Do you 
ever regret that first puff that 
sent you into euphoria? 


HH: Never! But it wasn’t 
exactly euphoria because while 
all the beauty became acute so 
did the uglyness. Paranoia set in 
almost immediately. I became 
ultra-sensitive to the war 
environment. The bunker I was 
sitting in became apparent, the 
reality of those bags of sand 
was to stop shrapnel from 
tearing my body apart. The 
worst thing to accept was that 
another human being would 
want to take my life and I 
theirs. That’s why I say that 
grass is not an escape from 
reality as booze, it intensifies 
the reality which you perceive 
After that first experience I hac 
to start re-evaluating life again, 


accepting some but rejecting 
most of the values I had 
previously internalized. Let me 
tell you, I'll never look at war 
in the same light again. 


NECCO: Would you say that 
grass detracted from you 
ability to function as a soldier? 


HH: Not totally. The thing 
about a grass high is that you 
sort of have to relearn to 
function under this altered 
perception. That first time I 
had difficulty walking, but after 
being stoned awhile I could 
manage my daily menial tasks 
with no effort. Some of my 
buddies actually improved their 
performance as artillery callers, 
flashing our critical coordanents 
while intirely wiped out. I 
stayed stoned a lot and no one 
could tell. In speaking with me 
you would just assume I was a 
ultra-sensative philosopher. The 
only giveaway was my dark 
glasses which I used to cover 
my red eyes. Could I kill a man 
while stoned? I could have 
locked and loaded instantly, 
lined the front and hind sights 
perfectly, held my breath and 
squeezed off a round but then 
my robot mechanics would 
have stopped, pot had cut my 
leash, nationalism was no longer 
a just cause to murder. 


NECCO: Are you saying that 
pot left you unable to kill? 


HH: Yes, but that was only 
how it affected me personally. I 
saw others so filled with hate 
that pot was not potent enough 
to reach their soul. It reminds 
me of a cartoon I once saw. 
Two red necked cops were 
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walking along clubs and guns at 
ready, and one said to the 
other, “Yes, I do think Pot 
should be illegal. I tried it once 
and it made me want to rape 


and kill.” Indeed a warped 
mind needs more than just 
inlightenment. 

NECCO: How has _ the 


illegality of pot affected your 
life? 


HH: I’ve never been busted 
but I have had close friends get 
raided, guns stuck into their 
faces, wives insulted, 
handcuffed, taken away, beaten 
and thrown into jail. Then have 
to spend thousands for lawyers, 
bail, fines, etc., to keep from 
being sentenced to prison. My 
mother uses that in her 
argument to get me to quit, but 
I feel, deep down within my 
conscience, that smoking grass 
is not a crime to anyone and I 
cannot allow, whatever social 
forces there are, to control 
what I consider my inalienable 
right to aspire to a highteded 
consciousness whether with the 
use of drugs, alcohol, or 
religion. Henry Thoreau said in 
his essay on civil disobedience, 
“If a law is unjust break it.” I 
feel that the area on this 
planet, that lies beneath my 
feet is liberated territory. 


NECCO: Very strongly put. 
You sound like a revolutionary. 


HH: Everyone who smokes 
pot is at least alienated from 
the power structure. I would 
instinctively like to help the 
police fulfill their mission, 
which is to keep peace and 
protect property, not control 
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NECCO: How has 
affected your lifestyle? 


pot 


HH: I wear my _ hair long, 
enjoy music, look rules a little 
less rigidly, my masculinity no 
longer requires to identify with 
the John Wayne, Spike Agnew 
image. I see myself with a 
more direct relationship with 
the total universe so that I 
don’t worry so much about the 
“soap opera” trivia, making 
people think I just don’t care, 
but I do care. I care a lot 
about the straights who seem 


mesmerized by twentieth 
century mania. 

NECCO: What about your 
schoolwork? 


HH: I try not to smoke at 
school before class. It blows my 
concentration, but occasionally 
I'll go to class high just to get 
a stoned fix on the subject 
matter. Life is too distracting 
while high, with flowers 
blowing in a_ soft wind, 
sunshine floating into the 
classroom, a class full of 
thinking, experiencing minds to 
explore, I continually want to 
slow down and speculate more 
on all this new knowledge being 
presented. It’s too bad the 
instructors are required to pour 
out so much data in so many 
class hours, there just isn’t 
enough time to learn everything 
that you would like. 


NECCO: Do many students 
smoke pot here at NECC? 


HH: As far as I can see 
about 50% do. There should be 
some way for us all to get 
together. We should fill Lecture 
Hall A with us and pass out 
joints to conduct a symposium 
on pot reality. We could 
collectively discuss the mutual 
injustices we share. 


NECCO: Have you ever 
turned on anyone for the first 
time? 

HH: Many times it’s really 
fulfilling to watch a person 
suddenly experience life with 
an almost polorized perspective. 

They become almost awkward 
at first, then comes that eternal 
grin. 
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